
Visioning for the Future, 
an East River ESPLANADE Timeline

Multiple groups have worked over the past 20 years to re-imagine the 
waterfront of the East River Esplanade. In previous visioning sessions, East 
River CREW, Friends of the East River Esplanade, Upper GreenSide, Civitas, 
Green Park Gardners NYC, East Harlem/El Barrio Fishing Association, the NYC 
Parks Department, the East River Waterfront Task Force, New Yorkers for Parks, 
Greening the Gap, The Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance, TreesNY, Randall’s 
Island Park Alliance, Hunter College Urban Affairs & Planning, NYU’s Wagner 
School of Public Service, Community Boards 8 & 11 and many others have 
listened and studied the needs of the community. They have been working since 
1999 to advocate for a radical improvement and re-envisioning of the ever-more 
deteriorating edge on the East side of Manhattan. 

City government agencies (Parks, Planning, Transportation, Economic 
Development) and officials have also heard the pleas of community about 
its waterfront and responded in a variety of ways. Elected officials include 
Gifford Miller, Jessica Lappin, Daniel Garodnick, Ben Kallos, Melissa Mark-
Viverito, Gale Brewer, Carolyn Maloney, Robert Rodriguez, Liz Krueger, Mayors 
Bloomberg & DeBlasio. While some urgent repairs have been made, the most 
abandoned segments from 60th to 125th streets are in need of urgent attention 
now, as evidenced by the recent collapse of the sea wall (5/8/17) and various 
sink holes along the edge. Elected officials secured monies from city and state 
agencies for partial repair and partial reinvention. The East River Esplanade Task 
Force and EsplanadeFriends Conservancy have been pushing the vision forward, 
but they continue to need support from others. We no longer need additional 
community visioning, rather we need to move forward on this matter, we 
need ACTION. The chart documents how the community has been involved in 
generating a vision for nearly 20 years. For more information, contact Jennifer 
Ratner via eastriveresplanade@gmail.com
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